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AAAHC Announces Finalists of the 2025 Bernard A. Kershner  

Innovations in Quality Improvement (QI) Award 
Finalists Explore Diverse QI Study Topics such as Improving Day of Surgery Cancellation 

Rates and Automating Immunization Compliance 
 

(Deerfield, Ill.) July 17, 2025 — The Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care 
(AAAHC) presents the finalists of the 2025 Bernard A. Kershner Innovations in Quality 
Improvement (QI) Award which honors exemplary QI studies in ambulatory primary care and 
surgical/procedural settings. 
 
Named in memory of Bernard A. Kershner, a pioneer in ambulatory health care and former 
Chair of the AAAHC Institute Board of Trustees, the annual award recognizes AAAHC-
Accredited organizations that have implemented meaningful improvements in their 
organization’s operations to boost quality of care, patient safety, and overall efficiency through 
QI efforts. 
 
Three organizations in the surgical/procedural category and three organizations in the primary 
care category moved forward as finalists based on the strength of their QI studies, which 
demonstrated measurable improvement, collaborative implementation, and alignment with 
AAAHC Standards. AAAHC will announce the award winners at the in-person Achieving 
Accreditation conference, December 11-12, 2025, at the Red Rock Casino Resort and Spa in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
“We are honored to recognize this year’s finalists for their dedication to quality improvement and 
innovation in ambulatory health care,” said Joy Himmel, Psy.D, LPC, NCC, RN, FACHA, EMDR-
C, Board Chair. “Their work reflects the spirit of the Kershner QI Award and drives meaningful 
and measurable improvements in patient outcomes, operational efficiencies, and safety. These 
finalists exemplify how QI-focused efforts can make a lasting impact across diverse care 
settings.” 
 
2025 Surgical/Procedural Care Award Finalists 
Walnut Creek Endoscopy & Surgery Center, Walnut Creek, California 
“Improving Day of Surgery Cancellation Rate” 
 
The University of Kansas Health System, Indian Creek Campus Ambulatory Surgery  
Center, Overland Park, Kansas 
“Blood Glucose Documentation Improvement Study” 



 
Surgery Center San Carlos, San Carlos, California 
“Warming up to Quality: The Normothermia Initiative” 
 
2025 Primary Care Award Finalists 
Georgia Institute of Technology – Stamps Health Services, Atlanta, Georgia 
“Automating Immunization Compliance” 
 
University Health Services at The University of Texas, Austin, Texas 
“Antibiotic Prescriptions for Urinary Tract Infections” 
 
New York University Student Health Center, New York, New York 
“Closing the Immunization Gap: A Quality Improvement Initiative to Increase Vaccine Uptake in 
Student Health” 
 
“The Kershner QI Award continues to spotlight forward-thinking, data-driven initiatives that raise 
the bar for quality in ambulatory care,” said Julie Lynch, MS, BSN, RN, Director, Institute for 
Quality Improvement. “This year’s finalists tackled critical challenges with creative, evidence-
based solutions, and their successes serve as models for organizations striving to enhance the 
care they provide patients. We’re excited to announce and celebrate the winners with the 
broader community at our onsite Achieving Accreditation conference in December.” 
 
Meet the 2025 Kershner QI Award finalists during the virtual 2025 Achieving Accreditation 
conference on September 15-17. Learn more and register at 
https://www.aaahc.org/KershnerAwardAA. 
 

### 
  
About AAAHC 
Founded in 1979, AAAHC is the leader in ambulatory health care accreditation, with more than 
6,800 organizations accredited. We accredit a wide range of outpatient settings, including 
ambulatory surgery centers, office-based surgery facilities, endoscopy centers, student health 
centers, medical and dental group practices, community health centers, employer-based health 
clinics, retail clinics, and Indian/Tribal health centers, among others.  
 
AAAHC advocates for the provision of high-quality health care through the development and 
adoption of nationally recognized standards. We provide a valuable survey experience founded 
on a peer-based, educational approach to onsite review. The AAAHC Certificate of 
Accreditation, along with specialized programs including Advanced Orthopaedic Certification 
and Patient-Centered Medical Home Certification, demonstrates an organization’s commitment 
to providing safe, high-quality services to its patients—every day of the 1,095-day accreditation 
cycle. AAAHC Accreditation and Certification Programs are recognized by third-party payors, 
medical professional associations, liability insurance companies, state and federal agencies, 
and the public. For more information on AAAHC, please visit www.aaahc.org. 
 
 
 


