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AAAHC continuously works to strengthen its program Standards by incorporating diverse
perspectives from within the health care community. Developed through a transparent, collaborative
process that included input from AAAHC accredited organizations, Surveyors, expert committees,
and professional societies, the v44 Standards reflect best practices while introducing important
enhancements that reinforce AAAHC’s commitment to patient-centered care and continuous quality
improvement.

With an effective date of December 16, 2025, v44 Standards offer greater clarity for ambulatory
health care organizations. The key updates emphasize enhanced education for informed decision-
making, stronger guidance for data collection and outcomes measurement, as well as greater
sensitivity to patient preferences, cultural needs, and expectations. In addition, the new Standards
improve alignment with individual states’ scope-of-practice requirements, ensuring that providers
can operate safely in compliance with local regulatory frameworks.

Question Response

1. When will v44 Standards The v44 Standards effective date is December 16, 2025,

become effective? across all organizations and programs. All organizations are
expected to be in compliance with v44 at that time.
Generally, all surveys scheduled to occur on or after
December 16, 2025, will utilize v44.

2. Who will notified when v44 Individuals designated in 71095 Engage as the organization’s

handbooks are available? Primary Contact (PC) and Chief Medical Officer (CMO) will
receive a 1095 Engage system-generated email notification
regarding these updates. The subject line for this email is:
Your AAAHC Curated Standards have been updated.

3. What has changed between |e Substantive v44 Standards changes primarily focus on
the prior version of two key areas: patient-centered care and state-specific
Standards and v44? scope of practice.

e Minor changes include enhanced clarity to minimize
administrative burden and reduce redundancy.

e Medicare Deemed Status (MDS) Physical Environment
Checklist (PEC) Standards are condensed and
reorganized, with no substantive changes to the
requirements.

Refer to the 1095 Engage Help Curtain/Released Handbook
Standards (Not Yet Effective) for additional details. Clients
can also view/download the Effective Version Compare
document from the Help Curtain.
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Question Response

4. Will there be a new printed or | Yes. New handbooks (printed and digital) will be produced.

digital version of the v44
handbooks?

Once v44 is released, client organizations can access a
digital copy of the program handbook(s) in the 1095 Engage
Help Curtain.

Print copies may be ordered at the AAAHC Store in
September 2025.

. When will the v44 Self-

Assessment Tool be
accessible?

The v44 Self-Assessment Tool will be available in the 1095
Engage Help Curtain on December 16, 2025, the effective
date of v44 Standards.

. When will training be offered
for v44 Ambulatory (AMB)
and Medicare Deemed Status
(MDS) Accreditation new
Standards?

AAAHC encourages Ambulatory and Medicare Deemed
Status clients to participate in virtual Achieving Accreditation
September 15 — 17 for updates on v44. Register here.

Alternatively, AMB and MDS clients can register for the
complimentary webinar, Mastering AAAHC v44 Standards,
Policies and Procedures, on October 7 from Noon — 1:15 PM
CT or October 14 from Noon — 1:15 PM CT. Register to
attend either date using this link.

Recorded AMB and MDS webinars will be available following
the October webinars. Use the following registration link to
access the recorded webinars:

https://learn.aaahc.org/#/online-courses/2a21a0de-7d8e-
4ed3-a58c-9cfb6ed 7329

. When will additional

information become available
for v44 Advanced
Orthopaedic Certification
(AOC), Health Plans
Accreditation (HP), and
Health Plans FEHB
Accreditation (HPFEHB)?

AAAHC will provide additional information to clients in the
Advanced Orthopaedic Certification, Health Plans, and
Health Plans FEHB Programs, which will include access to a
complimentary webinar training scheduled for October 13.
Click on the links below to register by program.

AOC: https://learn.aaahc.org/#/online-courses/ee56d278-
c75a-4386-8cc2-7f08a752feb6

HP/HPFEHB: https://learn.aaahc.org/#/online-
courses/1beb58ccf-d5db-4a09-8f3¢c-11935¢c8d8173

. How will an organization
know which Standards
version will be used on a
survey?

In general, surveys conducted on or after December 16,
2025 will utilize the new v44 Standards. However, if the
organization is in the middle of the survey process and
unsure which Standards against which compliance will be
assessed, they should email AAAHC at info@aaahc.org or
call AAAHC at 847.853.6060.
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9. Who should I contact if | have | For questions or assistance, please email AAAHC at
questions about v44? info@aaahc.org or call AAAHC at 847.853.6060.
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