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AAAHC Releases v44 Standards to Drive Excellence in Ambulatory Care
New digital and print handbooks highlight guidance for patient-focused care, state scope-of-
practice, and streamlined compliance

(Deerfield, lll.) August 18, 2025 — The Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care
(AAAHC) announces the release of v44 Standards, the latest update to its accreditation and
certification handbooks. The Standards were developed through a transparent, collaborative
process that included input from AAAHC Surveyors, expert committees, and accredited
organizations. These updates also reflect current best practices while introducing important
enhancements that reinforce AAAHC’s commitment to patient-centered care and continuous
quality improvement.

With an effective date of December 16, 2025, v44 Standards offer greater clarity for ambulatory
health care organizations. The key updates emphasize enhanced education for informed
decision-making, stronger guidance for data collection and outcomes measurement, and greater
sensitivity to patient preferences, cultural needs, and expectations. In addition, the new
Standards improve alignment with individual states’ scope-of-practice requirements, ensuring
that providers can operate safely in compliance with local regulatory frameworks. Updates to the
structure and language of the Standards further reduce administrative burden and support day-
to-day implementation of quality practices.

“These Standards renew our promise to keep patients at the center of every decision,” said Noel
Adachi, MBA, president and CEO of AAAHC. “The v44 Standards also enable organizations to
focus on what’s most relevant to their health care facilities through curation.”

The updates span all AAAHC Accreditation and Certification programs, including Ambulatory,
Medicare Deemed Status, Advanced Orthopaedic Certification, Health Plans, and Health Plans
FEHB. The v44 Standards release underscores AAAHC’s 1095 Strong, quality every day
philosophy by supporting organizations in maintaining excellence between surveys.

Combined with the power of our 7095 Engage platform, the v44 Standards are more than a
handbook release. They’re a springboard for quality improvement (Ql) every day. Resources,
such as the Help Curtain, learning modules, and access to history, further empower health care
professionals to embed QI practices into daily operations.

“Patient-centered care remains a guiding force in how we shape our Standards to help
organizations, and that’s especially clear in this update. These Standards support diverse
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patient needs through communication, culture, and education,” said Joy Himmel, Psy.D, LPC,
NCC, RN, FACHA, EMDR-C, Board Chair. “At the same time, we’ve refined the structure and
language of the Standards to reduce complexity and promote quality improvement.”

For more than 45 years, AAAHC Accreditation has been recognized nationally as a symbol of
quality. With the release of the v44 Standards, AAAHC reaffirms its leadership in ambulatory
health care accreditation by delivering forward-thinking, actionable Standards that help
organizations raise the bar for patient safety and care outcomes. To learn more about v44
Standards or to order a handbook for your program, please visit
https://store.aaahc.org/handbooks.
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About AAAHC

Founded in 1979, AAAHC is the leader in ambulatory health care accreditation, with more than
6,800 organizations accredited. We accredit a wide range of outpatient settings, including
ambulatory surgery centers, office-based surgery facilities, endoscopy centers, student health
centers, medical and dental group practices, community health centers, employer-based health
clinics, retail clinics, and Indian/Tribal health centers, among others.

AAAHC advocates for the provision of high-quality health care through the development and
adoption of nationally recognized standards. We provide a valuable survey experience founded
on a peer-based, educational approach to onsite review. The AAAHC Certificate of
Accreditation, along with specialized programs including Advanced Orthopaedic Certification
and Patient-Centered Medical Home Certification, demonstrates an organization’s commitment
to providing safe, high-quality services to its patients—every day of the 1,095-day accreditation
cycle. AAAHC Accreditation and Certification Programs are recognized by third-party payors,
medical professional associations, liability insurance companies, state and federal agencies,
and the public. For more information on AAAHC, please visit www.aaahc.org.
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