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AAAHC Names Ambulatory Care Finalists for the 2026 Bernard A. Kershner
Innovations in Quality Improvement (Ql) Award
Finalists Showcase QI Innovation in Medication Reconciliation, Patient Education, Hand
Hygiene, Preventive Screening, Radiology Workflows, and Digital Outreach

(Deerfield, lll.) July 23, 2026 — The Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care
(AAAHC) is proud to announce the finalists for the 2026 Bernard A. Kershner Innovations in
Quality Improvement (Ql) Award, the premier accolade honoring exemplary ambulatory care Ql
studies in both primary care and surgical/procedural settings.

Named in memory of Bernard A. Kershner, a pioneer in ambulatory health care and former
Chair of the AAAHC Board of Directors, the annual awards recognize AAAHC-accredited
organizations that implement meaningful changes in their operations to advance quality of care,
patient safety, and overall efficiency through QI efforts.

Six finalists, three in the surgical/procedural category and three in the primary care category,
were selected based on the strength of their completed QI studies, which demonstrated
measurable improvement, collaborative implementation, and alignment with AAAHC Standards.
Our 2026 finalists take innovative approaches to medication reconciliation, patient education,
hand hygiene, preventive screening, radiology workflows, and digital outreach. Finalists will be
attending the onsite Achieving Accreditation educational program, December 10, 2026, at Red
Rock Casino Resort & Spa in Las Vegas. Winners will be announced at the program’s
networking event.

"Year after year, Ql teams continue to raise the bar for quality ambulatory care," said Steven
Butz, MD, Board Chair. "This year's award finalists demonstrate exceptional dedication to
identifying opportunities for improvement and achieving real-world results. We are also grateful
to each organization submitting a Kershner Award application. Your dedication to delivering
safer, higher-quality care inspires other teams across the ambulatory care community."

2026 Surgical/Procedural Care Award Finalists
Park Avenue Premier Surgical, PLLC, New York, NY
"Unified Medication Reconciliation & Post-Op Chart Form"

Allegheny Health Network — Bethel Park Ambulatory Surgery Center, Bethel Park, PA
"Multimodal Approach to Colonoscopy Preparation Education”
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Harris Health, Houston, TX
“Leveraging World Health Organization Multi-Modal Hand Hygiene Strategies to Improve Hand
Hygiene Compliance Among Surgical Residents in an Ambulatory Surgical Center”

2026 Primary Care Award Finalists
Elbowoods Memorial Health Center, New Town, ND
"Radiology Improvement Study"

Sutter Bay Medical Foundation, Emeryville, CA
"Proactive Digital Outreach: Transforming Chlamydia Screening at Scale"

Bond Community Health Center, Inc., Tallahassee, FL
"Quality Improvement Colorectal Screening Study Quality and Comprehensiveness of Care.
Medical Home"

"One of the greatest strengths of the Kershner QI Award program is how much organizations
learn from other award applicants, finalists, and winners," said Julie Lynch, MS, BSN, RN,
Director of the AAAHC Institute for Quality Improvement (IQl). "These motivated teams have
developed practical strategies others can adapt to augment their own processes and
subsequently further their own QI efforts."

Meet the finalists during the virtual Achieving Accreditation educational program on September
14—-16, 2026, and celebrate with the finalists and winners during the onsite Achieving
Accreditation educational program on December 10-11, 2026, in Las Vegas, where attendees
can dig deeper into each organization’s Ql journey.

The Kershner QI Award began in 2004. View the infographic featuring all past award winners
and their QI results across the surgical/procedural and primary care categories here:
https://www.aaahc.org/quality-institute/kershner-gi-award/award-winners/.

To join the 2026 Kershner QI Award finalists and register for AAAHC’s virtual or onsite
Achieving Accreditation educational programs, visit www.aaahc.org.
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About AAAHC

Founded in 1979, AAAHC is the leader in ambulatory health care accreditation, with more than
6,800 organizations accredited. We accredit a wide range of outpatient settings, including
ambulatory surgery centers, office-based surgery facilities, endoscopy centers, student health
centers, medical and dental group practices, community health centers, employer-based health
clinics, retail clinics, and Indian/Tribal health centers, among others.

AAAHC advocates for the provision of high-quality health care through the development and
adoption of nationally recognized standards. We provide a valuable survey founded on a peer-
based, educational approach to onsite review. The AAAHC Certificate of Accreditation, along
with specialized programs including Advanced Orthopaedic Certification and Patient-Centered
Medical Home Certification, demonstrates an organization’s commitment to providing safe, high-
quality services to its patients—every day of the 1,095-day accreditation cycle. AAAHC
Accreditation and Certification Programs are recognized by third-party payors, medical
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professional associations, liability insurance companies, state and federal agencies, and the
public. For more information on AAAHC, please visit www.aaahc.org.
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