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AAAHC Releases 1095 Advance AI Governance Guide to Help Ambulatory Care 
Organizations Move from Adoption to Responsible Governance 

Provides practical tools for establishing AI governance, managing risk, and supporting 
patient safety 

 
(Deerfield, Ill.) August 17, 2026 — The Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care 
(AAAHC) today launched its 1095 Advance AI Governance Guide, a complimentary 
implementation resource designed to help ambulatory care organizations establish practical 
governance frameworks for the safe, effective, and responsible use of artificial intelligence (AI). 
 
As AI becomes increasingly integrated into daily clinical and operational workflows, 
organizations face new opportunities to improve efficiency and decision support while managing 
risks related to patient safety, privacy, bias, cybersecurity, and regulatory compliance. The 1095 
Advance AI Governance Guide helps organizations move beyond AI concepts to practical 
implementation by providing actionable tools that support governance, oversight, and 
continuous improvement throughout the 1,095-day accreditation cycle. 
 
“Technology changes, good governance endures,” said Noel Adachi, MBA, President and CEO 
of AAAHC. “Our AI Governance Guide provides ambulatory care organizations with a practical 
framework for adopting AI responsibly while preserving patient safety, accountability, and 
quality. Organizations that establish strong governance today will be well prepared to adapt as 
AI continues to evolve.” 
 
Built around four foundational principles, the guide helps organizations: 

• Establish governance, oversight, and accountability  
• Promote transparency, validation, and accuracy  
• Protect data security and patient privacy  
• Maintain meaningful human oversight  

 
The guide contains a comprehensive suite of implementation resources, including: 

• AI Risk Assessment  
• AI System Inventory  
• AI Vendor Evaluation Tool and Checklist  
• AI Policy and Procedure Template  
• AI Lifecycle Management Checklist  
• AI Survey Readiness Checklist  
• AI Case Based Scenarios  
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• Surveyor Questions Crosswalk to v45 AI Standards  
 
“AI should never replace clinical judgment—it should strengthen it,” said Julie Lynch, Director of 
the Institute for Quality Improvement (IQI) at AAAHC. “Effective governance enables 
organizations to realize the benefits of AI while preserving the human expertise, ethical 
decision-making, and accountability that remain essential to safe, high-quality ambulatory care.” 
 
The AI Governance Guide complements AAAHC’s broader AI initiatives, including the v45 
Accreditation Standards, AI-focused educational programs, the AI-powered accreditation 
assistant Bernie, and an upcoming 1095 Advance AI Governance curriculum. 
 
The 1095 Advance AI Governance Guide is available at no cost. Take advantage of the 
complimentary resource today at www.aaahc.org/1095AdvanceAIGovernanceGuide. 
 

### 
 
About AAAHC 
AAAHC is the nation’s leading accreditor of ambulatory health care organizations, partnering 
with more than 6,800 organizations to advance patient safety, improve quality, and strengthen 
organizational performance across the continuum of outpatient care. 
 
Since 1979, AAAHC has championed excellence in ambulatory health care through nationally 
recognized Standards, a peer-based survey process, accreditation and certification programs, 
education, and practical quality improvement resources. Guided by its 1095 Strong philosophy, 
AAAHC believes accreditation should strengthen organizations every day—not just at the time 
of survey—helping them achieve continuous readiness, improve outcomes, and build a lasting 
culture of quality throughout the 1,095-day accreditation cycle. 
 
Designed exclusively for ambulatory health care, AAAHC accredits a broad range of settings, 
including ambulatory surgery centers, office-based surgery facilities, endoscopy centers, 
medical and dental practices, community health centers, behavioral health organizations, 
student health centers, employer and worksite health centers, government health facilities, and 
health plans. AAAHC accreditation is recognized by federal and state agencies, third-party 
payors, professional associations, and the public as a trusted symbol of an organization’s 
commitment to safe, high-quality care. 
 
Learn more at www.aaahc.org. 
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